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‘Armitage has forged a voice and a 
language of real distinctness and power, 
and one that deserves much wider 
recognition.’

Nicolas Usherwood
Galleries Mag, Feb 2017

Cover image: Aotearoa, Dye and acrylic on canvas; 160 x 140 cm (Detail)



Paintings



‘There is no point in being realistic about here 
and now... there is no realism now, life is not 
real it is not earnest, it is strange which is an 
entirely different matter.’

Gertrude Stein



Aurora, Dye and acrylic on canvas, 207 x 152 cm



‘There is no doubt in my mind that he is a 
supreme colourist’

Phillip King PPRA



Gethsemane, Dye and acrylic on canvas, 160 x 140cm



‘I listen to music as I paint: I love the musical 
space as it breathes and floats. At times the 
equivalent can be rather like painting on the 
sky or on water.’

David Armitage



Des Baches Wiegenleid, Dye and acrylic on canvas, 178 x 132 cm



Victim 2 / Srebrenica, Dye and Acrylic on canvas, 112 x 100 cm



Disasters of War / We Used to Live Here, Dye and acrylic on canvas, 180 x 160 cm



Transfigured Night, Dye and acrylic on canvas, 160 x 140 cm



Calypso, Dye and acrylic on canvas, 145 x 154 cm



Earthwatch

This series of semi-abstract paintings 
explores landscapes in an unconventional 
manner. Dramatic colours evoke the beauty 
of the natural world, whilst also highlighting 
the precarious state of our environment and 
the delicate balance of nature.

‘With these works there is something new and 
different happening, where the exotic hot dryness 
is mixed in with dribbling rivulets raining down in 
the mist of washes of inprobable hues, no doubt 
springing out of this Tasmanian’s experience of his 
homeland and other Pacific islands.’

Phillip King PPRA



Meander, mixed media on paper, 28 x 38 cm



Tierra del Fuego, mixed media on paper, 28 x 38 cm



Estuary, mixed media on paper, 28 x 38 cm



‘My favourite book has to be  My Brother     
Sammy.... Accompanied by exquisite pictures, 
this story tells of the frustration and joys of 
having a ‘special brother’. This is a must for all 
schools and library shelves.’

The Bookseller review of My Brother Sammy. 
Winner of Children’s Book Awards 

in London and New York

                         
‘A classic series, we read them to our children 
and now to our grandchildren- wonderful!’

‘The illustrations play a major part in drawing 
us into the world of the tale.’

Reader reviews of 
The Lighthouse Keeper series



Illustration



Winterreise

A set of illustrations inspired by this timeless 
song cycle, composed for voice and piano 
by Franz Schubert.  It consists of a setting of 
24 poems by Wilhelm Muller.

‘Your illustrations are as beautiful, magical, 
otherworldly and moving as the songs, and 
recapture for me the emotional impact of 
hearing them. This is to be treasured.’

Caroline Pratt

‘The book is absolutely beautiful, full of 
haunting images, gorgeoues colours.’

Sarah Waller, BBC Radio 3



Available as individual illustrations or in book format

‘In a charcoal burner’s tiny house I have found shelter’



Schwanengesang

Schubert’s final collection of songs has less 
of a continuous narrative, but the theme 
running through the poems and the music is 
that of deep yearning and melancholy. The 
paintings are a response to this music and 
the compelling imagery it evokes. 

Published in 2020.



Available as individual illustrations or in book format

‘Goodbye, you cheerful happy town, goodbye’



Queen of the Night

‘From the opening endpapers depicting the 
rising moon to the closing pages illuminated 
by the ascending sun the viewer is engaged 
with swirling scenes of indigo and cobalt, 
deep greens, greys and rust, with the 
queenly moon riding serenely above all.’

 Valerie Coghlan, Books for Keeps

Kate Greenaway Prize nominee 2001 



‘Beware, beware, called Tatty Brown, there’s a dragon blazing fire across the sky.’



The Lighthouse Keeper’s Mystery

Written by the celebrated children’s author 
Ronda Armitage, this series of ten books has 
been delighting readers for generations. 
43 years after the first title appeared, this 
new addition will be published in June 2020.

‘Every now and then a book appears which 
seems to have an almost breathtaking number 
of ingredients. Such a book is The Lighthouse    
K  eeper’s Lunch.’ 

Dorothy Butler

‘The beautiful watercolour illustrations are very 
creative and bring the story to life.’

Reader review





DAVID ARMITAGE

WWW.DAVIDARMITAGE.COM

‘As a painter, the success of these works lies in the cohesion 
acheived despite the artists wide range of interests and pre-
occupations. The result is a display of variety, spontaneity and 
shifting light. Yet it’s overwhelmingly about one thing: colour.’

Eric Buesnel, writer and critic
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